WEATHER.

Temperature for the past
hours: Highest, 75, at I
day; lowest, 53, at 7:15 am

Fair, slightly cooler tonight.
row fair; gentle shifting winds.

For full report see page 20.
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ERMANIC ARMIES
EFFECT A JUNGTION
WITH THE BULGARS

orces Battling Serbs Come
Together East of Brza Pa-
lanka, Says Berlin.

DISPATCH OF MUNITIONS
TO TURKS NOW POSSIBLE

King Ferdinand's Forces Reported
Driven From Serbia in
Cne Sector.

FREEK TROOFS ARE ATTACKED

Russ-Rumanian Agreement as to
Passage of Czar’'s Troops Report-
ed Near—London Less Opti-

mistic of Balkan Situation.

BERLIN, October 27, via
London, 4:46 p.m.—Direct
connection between the Aus-
tro-German forces in Ser-
bia and the Bulgarian army
of Gen. Boyadjiefl has been
established on the Danube
river to the east of Brza
Palanka, according to the
official announcement given
out today by the German
army headgquarters staff.
LONDON, October ;2;-‘.—-'I'hci
Bulgarians have been completely
riven out of Serbia on a line ex-
ending from the I‘rench sector to
{riudalo and Lukedovan, accord-
ng to Saloniki advices. They
ave been pushed back also from
‘eles to the outskirts of Istip,
brobably rendering their Kuman-
bvo-Vranya line untenable, owing
o the menace of a Serbian attack
n both sides.

Offensive operations against
vish have not proceeded beyond
irot, it is claimed. The Austro-
ermans are making the most
iolent efforts, but their progress
s extremely slow. The city of
Nish 1s tranquil and seems to be
no immediate danger. The
rovernment archives and the for-
ign legations have been moved
bnly as far as Kraljevo, where
hey are awaiting developments.

An official dispatch announces
hat the Serbians have recaptured |
he town of Veles (Krupulu) on
he railroad southeast-of Uskup,
hiter desperate fighting.

Greek troops have been drawn
nto the fighting near the junc-
ion of the Greek, Serbian and
ulgarian boundaries, according
o a brief message received from
he Daily Mail's Athens cor-
espondent. The message savs:
‘Greek frontier guards have been

1]

attacked mnear Doiran, but re-
pulsed  their attackers  with
osses.”

!
Russ-Rumanian Situation.

Negotiations between Hussia and Ru-
ania appear to be nearing a success-
ul conclusion, dispatches declare,
"hile awaliting the consent of Hu-
ania for the passaze of Russian
roops, It is asserted, Russia has tem-
wrarily suspended arrangements for
lisembarking troops o nthe Black =ea
oast of Bulgaria
Communication between the Austro-
Ferman and Bulzarian armies is on the
oint of being estahlighed, and the dis-
ateh of munitions to Copstantinople
s expected to hexin within a few days,
rding to informstion from Turn-
feverin, Rumania, sent to the Times by
te correspondent in  Bucharest Ths
tommunication i being effected in the
iortheastern corner of Serbia, wh
he distance between the Hungarben 1l
uigarian fruntiers is only forty miles
n a direct line.

Austrians Occupy Tekia.

rast the Bulgarian main force likewise
s gaining ground.

The following, the newspaper adds. is
ithe situation on the Belgrade-Nish-Sa-
loniki line:

The Germans command the first fifty
miles from Relgrade, the Serbians the
next 150 miles, the Bulgarians the next
100 miles, and the French the last
fifty miles to the Greek frontier. The
Bulgarian forces which have occupled
Negotin and Prahovo are marching
northward  along the Serbo-Rumanian
frontier to join the (erman army
which, after crossing the Danube at
Orsova, has driven the Serbians west
of Kladovo.

Plight Deemed Desperate.

.The desperate plight of the Serbians,
Which has been described ever since
_thp T:_r.»zinning of the Austro-German
and Bulgarian invasion as an “affair
of national life or death,” is no longer
@ rhetorfeal phrase but the literal
truth _Lu::dm:‘s optimism regarding
I?le_ outcome of the Balkan conflict,
Which had been colored by reports of
the 1Tt'l_l'rlnmeli Serbian resistance and
E}u- diifictlties which the mvaders are
|fl_l"-"lltl:.‘., has now vielded to the con-
vietlon that it will take something in

tl}v natlire of 3 miracle to avert a dis-
usSter for Serbia,

Serbs Resist Stubbornly.

All dispatches continue to deseribe
T_!:rz i_nten.u--i_\- stubborn resistance of the
Serbians.  Acceor ding te accounts which

have reached here concerning the cap-
ture of Uskup, the Serblans defendea
every foot of ground furiously and no
quarter was giv i i

though the ﬁi‘lzl;ﬂ; e;;};?:gsf&, ‘n\llf;
to have outnumbered the Selrhi:lmlllr'n
Lo one, they made only 500 prisoners.
Al the others fought to the death.

Serbia Premier Asks Aid.

The London newspapers this morn-
‘nz publish-an appeal from M. Pahitch
the Serbian premier, for speedy aid rrorr;
England in Serbia's superhuman efforts
to, defend her existence dagainst the
Austro-Germans and Bulgarians, who
have, he « condemned her to death.

" “For tweniy days,” the premier says,
our common enemies have tried to an-
niliilate us, and despite the heroism of
our =oldiers our

resistance cannot be
expected to be maintained indefinitely,”

Pirot Declared Surrounded.

BERLIN, October 27.—"Al Serhian
ports on the Danube have been oecu-
pi=d,” says the Overseas News Agency.
“Firot (near the Bulgarian frontier to
the east of sh) has been surrounded[
from 1 sidez and must surrender
shortly, inasinueh as the supply of am-
muiition and food in the ciiy is in-
sufiicient.

“All Bulgaria is jubilant over the
capture of Uskup, The Bulgarian press
condemns the British attack on Dedea-
ghatch. The Echo de Bulgarie says
England has lost what remained of her
moral influence after her military dis-
asters in France and at the Darda-
nelles™

Bulgarians and Turks
Want Right to Pursue
Enemy on Greek Soil

PARIS, October 27.—The Hestia of
Athens, as gquoted by the Havas Agency,
8ays thal steps are being taken by the
Bulgarian and Turkish ministers to
Greece wwith the inteption of establish-
ing the right of their governments’
troops to pursue the Serbians ang
allies into Gregk territory should the
occasion arise.

These ministers, the Heatla says have
complained to Premier Zalmls of Greece
t‘hat the presence of foreign troops in
Greek Macedonia is contrary to a spirit
of neutrality and places the Bulgarian
forces operating in Serbian Maredonia
In a difficult situation. M. Zaimis re-
called the fact that Greece had [re-
tested to the allies at the time of the
first landing of troops.

Since making this
and Bulgzria the que n lhas oot been
discussed. but it i expeeted further
representations will be made to Creece.

The Bulgarian newspapers are con-
ducting a campaign against the pres-
ence of allied troops at Saloniki.

BANDITS ROB TRAIN,
BLOWING ONE SAFE

Obtain an Unknown Amount of
Money, But Are Unable to
Open Three Others.

ply to Turkey

NO EFFORT IS MADE
TO ROB PASSENGERS

Hold-Up on M., K. & T. Railroad
Near Onapa, Okla.—Make
Good Their Escape.

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla, October 27.
—Southbound Missouri, Kansas and
Texas passenger train No. % waa held
up and robbed at 2 o'clock this morn-
ing two miles south of Onapa and
nine miles north of Eufaula, on the

| main line from Farsons to Denison, by

ten or more masked bandits, who blew
the gafe in one express car, obtained
an unknown amount of money and val-
uables, falled to open three other safes
and escaped without attempting to rob
Passengers.

The bandits boarded the train at
Checotah or sonie point north of the
robbery scene, climbed over the bag-

The dispatch deseribes the Austrian
pecupation of Tekis, which was ac-
omplished after 1 bombardment last-
ng many hours, Austrian troops cross-
ng the Danube in eighty-six boats.
he advance on Kiladovo immediately
Followad. At 4 o'clock Tuesday morn- |

ng Kladove was in flames, the Serbians |
wmving started many fires Refugees
from Kladove reaching the Rumanlan
hore of the Danube included civil au-
noritles and several Serhian officers.

Danube Harbors Seized.

Tt is semi-oMclally announced in
Berlin, says a dispatch from Rotterdam |
© the Dally Telegr; . that all the im- :
portant harbors in eastern Serbia on |
he Danube are in possession of the

Bulgarians and that further access for
the Serbians by way of Rumania is
herefore stopped,

The Serbian town of Radulevatz was

ompletely destroved in the fighting
nd Monastir s belng evacuated by the |
Serbians. Forlin says a dispateh to the

P.okal Anzelger asserts that the Serbian
fortresa of DPirot is completely sur-
rounded.

Berbian Bituation.

According to the Times, the following |

5 the situation of affalrs in Serbia:

U the Berbo-Rumanian frontier the
Avstro-German and Bulgarian forces
are within twenty miles of each other.

he Austro-tzerman urmies uare advane-
mg southwest and southeust of Bel-
mrade on a hundred-mile front, which
now extends between twenty-tive and
forty miles south of the Danube,

On the west the converging advance
from the Drina continues, and on the

-

gage and mall cars and forced the en-
gineer at the point of rifles to stop
the train They then went back to
the coaches, found the conductor and
forced him to open the express car.

For more than an hour the bandits
| worked. and five charges of nitro-
#lveerin  were exploded before the

safe wis opened. One safe was at-

| tempted in the second express car and

two in the third, but neither yielded
1o repeated sttempts to open them.

Train Crew Held at Bay.
A dozen or more shots were fired by

‘

| the bandits during the robbery. A por-

tion of the robbers guarded the train
crew, which was lined up along’ the

| side of the track; others guarded the

passenger coaches, and some went back
along the track to stop a freight be-
hind the passenger.

A brakeman from the robbed train
wus shot through the finger when he
attempted to escape. The engineer of
the freight train behind escaped from
his captors and ran to Onapa, giving
the alarm.

After abundoning their work, the rob-
bers ire sald to have thanked the train
crew and wished them “good night,”
disappearing into the darkness, appar-
ently on foot.

Express officials refused to state the
amount of loot which was taken, but it
iz said to be about $9,000. The train
often carries large amounts of money

thelr | pmon

OLD-TIME CAMPAIGN
INTHE BAY STATE

Necf(-and-Neck Race in Mas-
sachusetts Between Re-
publicans and Democrats.

SPEAKERS IN THE FIELD
FOR WHIRLWIND FINISH

Fate of Gubernatorial Candidates
Probably in Hands of
Prohibitionists.

BY N. 0. MESSENGER.

BOSTON, Mass., October 27.—It is a
neck-and-neck race between Walsh,
democrat, and MeCall, republican, in
this whirlwind finish of one of the
most notable governorship campaigns
Massachusetts has witnessed in a
decade. There are more angles to the
campaign than a diamond has facets,
and it is no time to be betting dollars
to doughnuts on either candidate.

The liquor guestion, religlous preju-
dice and race clannishness are in-
volved in the outtcome, and now today
the colored vote is being aligned, to
add to the general mixup. Those two-
edged politicul swords, the religious
question and the German-American op-
position to President Wilson, are slash-

ing away in both phalanxes, while
above the din of battle is heard the
plaintive call of the ecxpiring bull

moose, its erstwhile roar dying away
in mournful cadence.

Prohibition Vote May Decide.

1t is believed by competent observers
in both political parties that the fate
of Walsh and Me{all rests in the hands
of the prohibitionists, who are likely
to he backed by certain reform ele-

ments. .
The prohibitionists have a candidate
for governmor in William Shaw, who
is a fighter and who huas on his- war
paint. The greater part of the vote
cast for him will ibe dtra]wn fmn;l ttl;e

licans, and if it totals enough, to-
e l:in the vote to be diverted

ether w L
gy the bull moose candidate, to reach
30,000, the local politicilans =ay, the

Mr. McCall and the
democrat elected. If the vote of Shaw
and the ministerial and reform ele-
ments which may follow him does not
exceed, 20,000 the election of Mr. Me-
Call is expected, since the bull moosers
are not counted upon .to pull away
more than two or three thousand.

The prohibitionists know that they will
be throwing away their votes in voting
for Shaw, but the campaign is in such a
state that it is now a guestion of prin-
ciple, set even above adherence to re-
publican doctrine and oppesition to all
the things which make Gov. t\:rsa::ahr r::;
T t‘.y?’p e}(i-'-‘s’-“ﬁ -,._u_.\

jig will be up with

Shaw taunts the zepubi~ans with yleld-
ing to the ives, because the pro-
gressives t and ciaused Lilg
defeat, and he says the only way the
prohibitionists can gain headway is to
fight and make the old parties afrazid of

them.
BShaw Attacks McCall.

Shaw is out in the open today with a
violent attack on McCall, charging in sub-
stance as follows: “That the republican
leaders have undertaken to secretly un-
dermine Mr. Shaw's religious influence
and array his religious associates against
him.

“That they have brought pressure to
bear on members of the Christian En-
deavor organization to induce them to
desert Shaw and vote for McCall

**That they have carried their pres-
sure to the extent of actual intimidation
by suggesting that if McCall is defeated
contributions to the International Chris-
tian Endeavor building would be with-
held.

“That an attempt has been made to
muzzle the ministers of Massachusetts
and prevent them from even discusaing
prohibition.”

The German-American vote is expect-
ed to go to McCall as an intended “re-
buke to President Wilson.” The Ger-
man-Americans met at Worcester Sun-
day, ag related in a previous dispatch,
and, while refraining from taking sides
on the gubernatorial campalgn, adopt-
ed a resolution opposing the re-elec-
tion of President Wilson.

It is learned teday that the meeting
intended to formally indorse McCall,
but the republicans, who did not hanker
for support on any such unpatriotic
grounds, managed to sidetrack that
feature and let the German-Americans
content themselves with opposing the
President.

Plans to Swing Colored Vote.

An endeavor is being made to bring
the colored vote into the democratic
line, the chlef mover being W. M
Trotter, the same who made a scene
at the White House some months ago,
when he headed a delegation of Boston
negroes appearing before the Presi-
dent, and who was sharply called to
order hy the President. The organiza-
tion of which Trotter is the head ap-
peals to the negroes to support the
democratic candidate, and one para-
graph of the appeal says: “In our pro-
test against ‘segregation’ at Washing-
ton, fiov. Walsh was our friend, and
at the request of a delegation of col-
ored citizens sent a strong personal
appeal to the President, urging him to
stop that degrading system.”

While there is a bull moose candidate
for governor in Nelson B. Clarke, the
rank and fille of the progressives have
returned to the republican fold and will
support McCall. This actlon was the
result of the adoption by the republi-
can convention of progressive planks
in the platform, the most progressive
ever framed by a Massachusetts re-
publican convention. The bull moose
vote is expectad to be negligible ex-
cept in 50 far as it may swell the dis-
affection from the republican strength
induced by the prohibitionist candidate.

Walsh's Personality a Factor.

Walsh's strength aside from the in-
herent democratic vote and the pro-
posed sectarian support to be given
him, which latter yet has its draw-
backs, lies mainly In his personality.
He is a most attractive man and fluent
speaker, and the Irish fairly idolize
him.

He has been having tremendous ova-
tions !hroufhoul the state. At Taunton
the other night 1,000 people sat up un-
til 1 o'clock In the morning for his
traln to arrive and hear him talk. One
thing about the Massachusetts demo-
crats is that they turn out and give
visible and vociferous support to their
candidate, while many of the republi-
cans stay home for an early bedtime
and read the speech of MeCall in the
morning per.

0Old politiclang here do not judge
campalgns by noisiness. It isn't safe Tn
Massachusetts, because that silent, un-
expressed vote of the conservative
stay-at-home has more than once been
a surprise.

sentative Campbell of Kansas is

and tles. The train was held by
the ts for two hours, T

t

the republican candidate. He
campalgner at

i= & delighted

o
—

Y

T
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the conservative Baystaters with his
breezy western way of handling public
questions. He is & prime favorite with
the republicans throughout the state.

Tariff is the main argument of the
outlanders who come to the aid of their
party. Stresas is laid upon the necessity
of Massachusetts giving an object lesson
to the country for 1916 by electing a re-
publican governor, and thus repudiating
democratic pol' jes.

Mr. Campbell’'s Argument.

“If you people of Hammth.-m*i
depend 1 cgur-manufacturing indus-
tries, do not feel deeply enough the
tmenace of democratic doctrine to support
the republican ticket you cannot expect
the republicans of the agricultural west
to forever do all the hard work for your
protéctive tariff,”” Mr. Campbell told his
hearers in his talk last night.

Senator Gore of Oklahoma is helping
the democrats and appealing to them
to give a rousing democratic majority
for its effect in this off vear upon the
next year's national campaign.

Charles Summner Bird, former leader of
the progressive republicans, is throwing
himself heart and soul into support of
Meall, as is Lieut. Gov. Cushing, whom
McCall defeated for the nomination at
the primaries.

The contest is a real old-time red fire
and brass band campaign and a big
vote is expected. Woman suffrage is
not expected to carry in Massachusetts,
although the women will Increase their
strength.

The machine politiclans of both parties
are dead set agalnst granting the women
suffrage. There are more women than
men In the Massachusetts population and
the males do not care to admit them to a
share of the spolls of politics. Besides
there is a powerful anti-suffrage organi-
zation among the women themselves.

DECLINES 10 SUBMIT
DAMAGE SUIT TO JURY

Justice Gould Sustains Theater
Manager’s Right to Eject Pa-
trons in Certain Cases.

Patrons of a theater or other place
of amusement whose patriotic spirits
move them to stand during the rend]-
tion of “The Star Spangled Banner”
must bhe seated when requested by the
management or they may be ejecied
from the theater, according to a ruling
of Justice Gould of the District Su-
preme Court. The justice yesterday
declined to submit to a jury a suit for
$10,000 damages brought by J. Frank
Wahl against the Washington Theater
Company, and directed a verdict for
the defendant.

Iin making the ruling Justice Gould
announced that he was not In sym-
pathy with the law which gives to the
theater manager the right to revoke
the license given by a ticket to a pa-
tron at any tlme and to remove him
from the theater provided he uses only
reasonable force.

He guoted, however, from a New Jersey
declsion, and from the Supreme Court of
the United States, which upheld this right
of the theater manager. He indicated
that the legislators alone could change
this condition, which would seem to per-
mit the removal of a patron who even
sneezes if the management becomes of-
fended thereat.

Claim Made by Wahl.

Young Wahl had been a member of the
National Guard, and, according to his
claim, was merely paying respect to the
flag when he stood while the patriotic air
was rendered in the theater, and refused
to sit down when other patrons of the
place called out, “Down in front!” He de-
nied that he had been requested by a
special officer of the playhouse to be
seated.

Attorney Frank J. Hogan, for the the-
ater company, claimed that the plaintiff
was disturbing the performunce and had
heen requested both by the officer and
by the ushers to sit down. It was also
claimed that the patron was holeterous.

Attorney M. J. Colbert represented the
plaintiff.

——

Nicaragua Recognizes Carranza.
. BAN JUAN DEL SUR, Nicaragua, Oc-
tober 27.—The Nicaraguan government

REGARD THE PLOT
AS MOST SEROLS

_s i H _I‘ i ; i j-ii . stm
Probing Afleged Conspiracy
to Destroy Munitions.

PAUL SIEB OF NEW YORK
REVEALS PART OF PLAN

Tells of Sales of Explosives to Par-
ties Now in Arrest—German
Officer’s Admissions.

NEW YORK, October 27.—Max Brei-
tung, the fifth man named in the con-
gpiracy which federal detectives al-
leged was formed for the purpose of
destroying shipa laden with war muni-
tions for the allies, surrendered today
to the authorities. He appeared before
United States Commissioner Houghton,
accompanied by counsel, and after the
government's complaint had been read
to him he was held in $25.,000 bail for
further hearing next week.

Breitung, who i8 a relative of IEd-
ward N. Breitung, the banker of this
city and Marquette, Mich,, furnished
the necessary bond and was released.
He came here directly from Chicago,
he =ald, as soon as he heard of the
proceedings, in order to give him-
self up.

Otherg Still in Custody.

Lieut. Robert Fay, Walter L. Schols,
Paul’ Daeche and Dr. Herbert Kienzgle,
charged with belng co-conspirators
with Breitung, were still held in jail
today. Their hearing also is met for
next week.

Government detectives are busily en-
gaged in an.investigation of the al-
leged plot, and it was sald that new
developments might be expected at
any time.

It was reported today that after Brei-
tung had been taken into custody of the
federal authorities they would make fur-
ther disclosures indicating that the con-
spiracy wus the most serious plot uncov-
ered in this country since the war began.

None of the federal officials would ad-
mit that any persons higher up in the
conspiracy were sought, despite reports
that Fay and Walter Scholz were acting
under the direction of superiors,

Statement by Paul Bieb.

Paul 8ileb, who has been living in
New York under the name of Karl F.
Opegaarde since last February and
who acted as a broker In the sale of
some of the explosive Ingredients sold
to Fay, Is quoted today as saying that
two months ago Max Breltung asked
him to buy 360 pounds of potassium
chlorate. Sieb said he so0ld the chem-
ical to Breitung for $110. Two weeks
ago, he said, Dr. Herbert Kienzle asked
him to buy 100 pounds of trinitrotoluol
for ¥Fay and that Dr. Klienzle intro-
duced him to Fay. He said that he ob-
tained twenty-five pounds of the chem-
ical and sold it to Fay.

“Fay admitted he wanted to blow up
something with the T. N. T, but did not
mentlon destroying ships at sea. He
said he wanted to blow up the main
chemical plant in this countey which
was supplying & certain acid to the
manufacturers of high explosive shells,
He said they would go to this plant at
night when no one would be there and
s0 no lives would be lost. I know now
that it was a fake story told for my
benefit.”

Plot Made Enown.

The plot become known to the au-
thorities when the man from whom
Sieb bought his chemicals reported the

purchases of explosives to the French
naval attache here and he in turn no-

has recognized

the government of
\'enususnoCs.rmnin&exlco.' =D

tified the police.
Four of the men charged -with ' the

P

rd

conspiracy were locked up under fed-
eral custody last night. These in-
¢luded Fay and Walter L. Scholz, his
brother-in-law, who, after being re-
leased in a police court at Weehawken,
were rearrested on federal warrants
and brought to New York. They were
taken before United States Commis-
sioner Houghton. Both Fay and
Scholz said they had no funds with
which to employ counsel. Commission-
er Houghton postponed their hearing
until November 4, held them each under
I pond and said that in the mean-
tTl:’t € wollduRERiddact hem with. osun -
sel,

Paul Daesch, another of the alleged
consplirators, when arrested on a fed-
eral warrant in the Weehawken police
court, elected to he taken before the
nearest United States commissioner at

Jersey City, N. J. He, too, was held
in $25,000 gond, but his hearing was
set for November Dr. Herbert

Kienzle was still held in the Tombs, as
he had been unable to furnish bail.

NG GEDRGEPRASES
SOLDERS OF FRANCE

Address to Troops at Front Con-
veyed in Gen. Joffre’s Order
of the Day.

PARIS, October 27.—The following or-
der of the day was issued today by Gen.
Joffre, the French commander:

“It gives me pleasure to transmit to the
army an order of the day which his
majesty, the King of England, has graci-
ously addressed to you on the occasion of
his visit to the French front:

**Soldiers of France—I am happy to
have been able to realize a desire long
held in my heart and to express my pro-
found admiration for your herole deeds,
for yvour elan, and also for your tenacity
of purpose and admirable military wvalor,
which are the worthy heritage of the
army of France.

“‘Under the brilllant direction of
your eminent commander-in-chief and
the distinguished officers associated
with him, you officers and men have
won the regard of your beloved coun-
try, which will always recognize your
iv:uant efforts to safeguard and defend

Wants Ties to Last Always.

“'My armies are proud to fight be-
side you and to have you as their com-
rades. May the ties which unite you
be permuanent and may the two coun-
tries ever be united by intimate ties.

** ‘Holdiers, accept my cost cordial
and sincere salutations. 1 do not doubt
that yoy will continue this gigantic
gtruggle to a victorious conclusion. In
the nmame of my soldiers and in the
name .of my country I express to you
my most cordial greetings and best
wishes.'

“The president of the republic, who
accompanied the King of England on
his trip, jolns with him in extending
his personal congratulations to those
who are addressed by his majesty.”

TYPHOON HITS LUZON,

Many Persons Killed and Injured.
Big Damage to Property.

MANILA, October 27.—A typhoon in
southern Luzon has killed at least 170
persons and injured nearly 8§00. Dam-
age to property and to the hemp and
rice crops is estimated at $1,000,000. A

heavy landslide involved a portion of
the volcano of Mayon.

Insular bureau officlals here have re-
ceived no reports from Manlla on the
typhoon in southern Luzon, but expect
Governor General Harrison to make a
full report as soon as all details reach
him. They belleve no Americans were
hurt.
i e e

Telephone Main 2440,

A telephone message to
Main 2440, or postal card
mailed now, will start the
delivery of The Star tomor-

ow,

NEAR CLASH

ON REPORT

OF HERBERT J.BROWNE

A. S. Worthington

ment and

Questions the Fair-

ness of His Figures on Assess-

Taxation.

Objections Made by Members of Joint Congressional
Committee to Proposed Scope of Inquiry
and Executive Session Is Held.

The first suggestion of a clash

District committee.
gator for that report, was sitting

be presented to the committee.

Support of Mr. Worthington.

Representative Cooper and Senator
Works supported Mr. Worthington In
his contention that he should be al-
lowed to go into the assessment mat-
ter. Thereupon the committee went
into executlve session to determine
just how far it could proceed along
those lines. No conclusion was reached.

Mr. Worthington began his urgument'
as a third representative of the citizens
committee yesterday afterncon by go-
ing into the subject of the millien dol-
lars and more which Congress, on_in-
formation coming from the House Dis-
trict committee, declared the District
of Columbia owed as old, forgotten and
unpaid interest on the 3.65 bonds. He
presented interesting facts, taken from
congressional debates of the early 70s,
and matched the reports of the District
committee on the subject with opin-
ions of the controller of the Treasury
on the same subject.

Bond Discussion Resumed.

Mr. Worthington, having taken up 1I:he
question of the District’s share of in-
terest on the 3.65 bonds yesterday aft-
ernoon, resumed discussion of them
again this morning as soon as the
hearing opened at 10 o'clock. He first
took up the opinion of George E. Dow-
ney, then controller of the Treasury,
which was rendered in response to a
query by the treasurer of the United
States. The gquery arose because Con-

ress passed legislation intended to
g)rce the District to pay back to the
United States more than $1,000,000
which the United States had pald out
as interest more than forty years ago.
The legislation was the result of an
accountants’ investigation started by
Chairman Ben Johnson of the House
District committee, and Mr. Worthing-
ton entioned vesterday that the ex-
amifation was in secret and no chance
was given for the District to say a
word. . ;

Controller Downey's opinion, it is re-
called, controverted the report of the
accountants and was an official decla-
ration that the District had not held
on to $1,000,000 that did not belong to
ll' 2 =

in presenting this opini to the joint
seIEt:!: committee today, Mr. Worthing-
ton called attentlon to the fact that his
refserences yesterday afternoon to the
debates of Congress in which it was
shown that legislators in the seventies
clearly felt that the half-and-half plan
was proper and that the United States
was to guarantee bond interest, was
the only reference made to those de-
bates in the entire discussion of this
bond matter. Mr. Worthington said 1t
did not appear in any of the reports
of the House District committee.

“Is that opinion by Controller Down-
ey?" asked Representative Cooper.

“Yes,” responded Mr. Worthington,
wand I am glad you asked me, as the
President has shown his confidence in
that official by since n_Ppointlng him
to the Court of Claims.

Eentuckians Wrote Report.

Representative Cooper also asked
who was the accountant who drew up
the report, and learned subsequently
that two Kentuckians, Scott Mayes
and his son, dug up the figures and
wrote the report on which the House
committee contended that the District
owed so much money on the 3.65 bond
interest account. The elder Mayes now
is United States revenue collector at

Loulsville, Ky. : s
“Who was the government accountan
who \3orked with Mr. Mayves?' asked
Representative Gard. P
"gh-. Hodgson of the Treasury,
lied Mr. Worthington.
er. Worthington then called to the
attention of the joint select committee
a report dated May 9, 1914, which was
six months after Controller Downey
had squashed the 3.65 bond Interest
matter, The report was another one
from Scott Mayes and his son on the
general subject of the 3.65 bonds, but
there was no memlo:;t of Cﬁntralller
Downey's opinion In anywhere. In
discussing the subject Mr. Worthing-
ton sald he had never before known
accountants to feel themselves called
upon to construe the laws, as that mat-
ter generally is left to courts and law-
ers.
yRept'aaentntl\-e Gard wanted to Know
whether the interest on the funded
debt of the District had ever been paid
by the District or If the District had
paid its share regularly. 1
“Always, right down to date,
promptly responded Mr. Worthington.

Foundation of Mayes Report.
He continued, stating that after Con-

re-

at the half-and-half hearing before

the joint select committee of Congress came today, when A. S,
Worthington of the citizens’ committee began to riddle the figures
of the assessment and taxation report presented to the House sev-
eral years ago by the Henry George subcommittee of the House
Herbert J. Browne, chief witness and investi-

near at hand. As Mr, Worthing-

ton prepared to attack the figures of that document Mr. Browne
jumped to his feet and demanded that witnesses who wished to
refute the George report figures should be placed under oath. He
said the original report was based on testimony of sworn witnesses.
Mr. Worthington replied he could prove by witnesses all that would

As Mr. Worthington proceeded Senator Saulsbury and Senator
Chilton both objected, saying that it would be impossible for the
joint select committee to take up individual matters of assessment
and that the hearing would be continued for several months if that
question were opened. Mr. Worthington said that the George report
had been used as the foundation of many charges in Congress that
the District of Columbia is a haven of tax dodgers and that opponents
of the half-and-half plan based their contentions in great part upon
it, and that he wished to show that it was based upon error.

District's indebtedness and whether it
had been paid in accord with the law
i second question baséd on the two a.cu.
of 1876 and 1877 was put up to the
contro:lier. These two acts relating te
}hg District’'s funded debt, enacted be-
lore m_e,-‘ organic act, were Lhe Very
roundanz.‘n Stones upon which the Mayes
e:)o‘i't Was written, and the controller
Fhled against the Mayes contention again.

Account Newver Adjusted.

'Thi’s account js still open,” continued
Mr. Worthington ; “it has never been ad-
Justed, und u large sum of money is still
due to the District from the federal gov-
ermment, 1 have been Informed.”

Mr. Worthington contended that the ef-
furt. Lo pass through Congress an act com-
pelling the District to pay $1,003;000 over
to the federal Treasury, which, as he had
shown, was not owed the United States
government by the District, was a wer-
Tul !Ilu:stratim_x of the dangers whi?r.: l?y
:}ufzrore the District if the present plan

- Bovernment and appropriatior
J..usl:ncr_ were abandoned. ” )
am not suggesting,” said Senator
t,hlltun. “that the present plan should
e discarded. | am  entirely open-
l‘wglmi‘e? on hthahslubjtcl. 1 have always
voled tor the half-and-h i
i alf plan in the

"1 hope that the chairman of the com-
mittee will continue so to v " B3
Mr. Worthington. e

Mr. Worthington pointed out that th

3 T
citizens gr the District and the ablest
men in Congress from the time of the
passage of the organic act of the Dis-
trict had always considered the District
a very real and practical fact. He sald
that these same leaders in Congress
had maintained strongly that it was
necessary to fix a definite proportion of
the expenses of the National Capital
which should be borne by the District
taxpayers and by the federal govern-
ment. He pointed out that the arrange-
ment for the half-and-half plan was
made after a practical experience of
seventy-eight years in the plan sug-
gested by Senator Works and others, in
wl:luh there was no definite proportion
set.

“You see here that the House was in-
duced to pass legislation that is with-
out basis or justification, as shown by
the decisions of the controlier of the
Treasury and by the very laws of Con-
gress themselves, This an object les-
son of what may happen in the future
if the safeguard of the half-and-haif
plan is removed.”

Questioned by Senator Chilton.

Senator Chlilton, chairman of thz in-
vestigating committee, asked several
questions in an effort to ascertain if
the District of Columbia, as a corpora-
tion distinct from the United States,
served any useful purpose,

"As a practical matter,” said Senator
Chilton, “doesn’t the government, after
all, say what taxes shall be levied
here and how they shall be expended,
what share of the expenses shall come
from the District citizens and what
from the federal Treasury? Aren't we
just indulging in a fiction here in re-
gard to the Distriet of Columbia?”

“Not at all,” replied Mr. Weorthington.

Comment by Senator Works.

Senator Works declared that he
thought Mr. Worthington had present-
ed a strong argument to show that the
District of Columbia should be abol-
ished.

“If there were no District here,” he
said, “the government would have been
the primary debtor in the case of the
3.65 bonds and this contention would
not have arisen. ©One of the things
which is now creating friction between
the District and citizens of the country
outside the District is the very exist-
ence of the District, another organiza-
tion here in the National Capital be-
gides the national government. Out-
siders beliave that the citizens here are
looking to this District government as
a means of exercising some power. I
do not think that Is the case, but that
feeling exists in some quarters. The
District is largely a ficlion anyway.
The President appoints its officials and
they are paid by Congress, In my
opinion it would be infinitely better for
the people of the District If this cause
of friction, the District, could be re-
moved.”

Senator Works sald that he had
strong convictions along this line,
though he realized that it had been
properly stated that the authority of
the present joint select committee did
not go as far as permitting the com-
mittee to congider a change in form of
government here. He said that he
might bring the matter before Com-
gress, however.

troller Downey had rendered an opin-
lon on a' broad question cwumg‘,um-

Mr. Worthington Responds.
"“The American jostinct for ‘eu-.
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